If Renée Gravel and Jean Ayotte were made of metal, their partnership would form an unprecedented alloy. One has threefold training in design, interior architecture and visual art, and the other has a background in literature: together, they generate a highly original creative process. Furniture by the Non-Useless Furniture Studio derives first and foremost from function—usually an invented function not corresponding with any existing furniture but responding to a specific need not yet filled—and the treatment of this new function is always witty and spectacular. For example, previous creations include a cabinet for storing and selecting ties (or socks), a stand for a goldfish bowl, and a shoe storage cabinet.

The idea is to embody the new functions in eye-catching pieces that are both appealing and intriguing. More than furniture, these items are practically sculptures, not something you leave hidden in a corner! They attract attention, surprising us both with the purpose that has sparked such aesthetic eloquence and with the careful choice of materials (woods, fabrics), meticulous craftsmanship and impeccable finish.

The new collection continues in the same vein: a unit for storing photographs, another for eyeglasses, a third providing a sensual storage solution for pyjamas, and more. (The new collection features 7 pieces of furniture in all.)

The paradox underlying this new collection is found in its sculptural dimension and the drive to create pieces that harmonize with (almost) any decor. Another innovation is that the furniture is literally dressed; each item has a specially designed wardrobe whose colours and textures can be selected so that the furniture integrates into the overall room design. “Garments” for each piece of furniture allow the owner to change its look at will. And clients placing an order can choose from the Studio’s range and have the furniture delivered in their choice of colours and shapes.

Furniture by the Non-Useless Furniture Studio is not for the timid: place one of these pieces in your home and it will be a sure topic of conversation for you and your fascinated guests!

